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Art is our RESPONSE
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20x20 - a Global Gathering

Meet PechaKucha Night Asheville4

A c k n o w l e d g m e n t  &  G r a t i t u d e s

Diversity Welcome

Land & Ancestral Acknowledgements

Stand in Solidarity

B l a c k  S T A R S E E D

Reclaiming the Narrative

Meet the Black STARSEED Storyweavers



D I V E R S I T Y  W E L C O M E  

[ a s  a d a p t e d  f r o m  T r a i n i n g  f o r  C h a n g e ]

#blackstarseed

ILLUMINATING THE INVISIBLE

A warm welcome to….the ancestors who lived on this land where we stand. 

Welcome to the original keepers of this land on which we gather to do this work. 

We acknowledge fully and honor the Aniyunwiya (Cherokee) who lived in this area before

colonization overtook as much as 10,000 (plus) years ago. Welcome. Welcome to people of

all genders…People of African descent, Black, African American, Asian descent,

Jewish descent, European descent. Those who identify as Hispanic, Latinx, people

Indigenous to this land, and people of mixed, multiple descents. Welcome. Welcome to all

the languages that will be spoken here tonight, and others you may speak at home:

Spanish, English, indigenous languages, movement, rhythm, body language, etc. Welcome

to people from around the Southern Appalachias, Western NC, Buncombe County and

Asheville…thank you neighbors. Welcome to those from around the Southeast, Global

South, North, West, and Central United States. Welcome to those from Africa, Panama,

Guatemala, and Costa Rica - thank you for being a friend of adé PROJECT. Welcome.

Welcome to people with disabilities, visible or invisible. Welcome to those identifying

as gay, lesbian, bisexual, heterosexual, pansexual, queer, or others for whom none of the

labels fit. Welcome to your bodies and the different ways you experience yours (this may

include chronic pain, strength, tension, etc.). Welcome to people who identify as

activists, and people who don’t. Welcome to people who identify as single, married,

partnered, dating, in monogamous or polyamorous relations. We welcome hose in their

teens, 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s (depending on group). Welcome to people with

different faiths, religious traditions, faith practices, private practices don’t

belonging to a tradition, agnostics, atheists, seekers. Welcome to your families, genetic

and otherwise. Welcome to those who support you to be here. Welcome to your full range of

emotions: joy, bliss, grief, rage, indignation, contentment, disappointment, sadness.

Welcome love. Welcome those dear to us who have died and who remain on our light team.

Welcome to our elders - those in our lives, and here in this room. Welcome.

Acknowledgement & Welcome

Land & Ancestral Acknowledgments

This  land, and much of Western North Carolina, Eastern Tennessee, Northwestern South

Carolina, and portions of Virginia, West Virginia and most of Kentucky are the

traditional lands of the Aniyunwiya (Cherokee) people. The Cherokee refer to

themselves as Tsa-la-gi (pronounced "Jah la gee" in the western dialect, "Zah la gee" or

"Tsa lah gee" in the eastern Giduwa dialect) or A-ni-yv-wi-ya (pronounced "Ah knee yuh

wee yah" (Western dialect) or "Ah nee yuhn wi yah" (Eastern dialect), literal translation:

"Principal People".

For all gatherings hosted by adé PROJECT, we feel that it is important to name that

"welcome" goes beyond acknowledgement, and is meant to emphasize the honor we all have

of being on these lands. We invoke the honesty that existing on this land today

requires. In acknowledgment, or when making a land acknowledgement, one must be ready

to offer attention to the healing our our relationship with place and the people who

are the traditional inhabitants of this land, as well as our ancestors who were brought

here against their will. While we also acknowledge that this land is stolen, trauma

that ensued, and how this all came to be, we can also make it clear that you are welcome

in our hearts, and that we are glad to be here with you. And so it is. Asé.



R e c l a i m i n g  t h e  N a r r a t i v e

To control a narrative is to hold power. Reclaiming control of our own narrative

is the key to healing the traumas of the past. Disempowerment at the hands of

oppressive systems left our ancient legacy fractured, many parts of it scattered-

while generation after generation has attempted to piece it back together like a

broken vase. We are Black STARSEED – healers of the past and keepers of the future.

Story weavers. Our planting of seeds and reaching for stars has always informed

humanity’s existence. Our reclaimed stories are the seeds planted, as we reach for

OURSELVES. No longer fractured and scattered out of one another’s reach, we

instead are scattered across the black of the night sky, illuminating our own path

forward. Just as we carried civilization in our womb, we carry the dreams for our

children in our hair. Anchoring the planet between sun and moon, we are the song

of our ancestors. Let us hear. Let us see. Let us know.

Artists Designing Evolution (adé PROJECT) has joined forces with PechaKucha

Night Asheville to celebrate the voices of those most often silenced and left to

bear witness to destruction, then bear the burden of resilience. We are Black

women, we are mothers, we are daughters, we are sisters, we are Queens. We are

Black STARSEED. This is revolutionary reimagination and #artisourRESPONSE.

This event is a re-routing of sorts, a ceremony and celebration, of our circling

back to our own truth and telling it for ourselves. Each story weaver who will be

sharing, is a healing artist in her own way. It is our honor to welcome them and

hold space for this very sacred and necessary moment in community together.

#blackstarseed

r  e  v  o  l  u  t  i  o  n  a  r  y

r  e  i  m  a  g  i  n  a  t  i  o  n

Black STARSEED



M y  n a m e  i s  B a j r a .  I t  m e a n s  t h u n d e r b o l t .  I  r e c e i v e d  i t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r

I n d i a .  W h e n  I  r e a l i z e d  I  w a s  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  f o r  I n d i a  w i t h  n o  p l a n n e d

r e t u r n ,  t r u s t i n g  w h o l l y  o n  g u i d a n c e  t o  l e a d  t h e  w a y ,  I  k n e w  I  h a d  s t e p p e d

i n t o  a n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  o f  h u m a n  e x p e r i e n c i n g .

T o d a y  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  I  a m  a n  a s c e t i c ,  a  f u l l  t i m e  s p i r i t u a l  s e e k e r  l i v i n g  f r o m  a l m s

w i t h  s e r v i c e  a s  m y  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  i n  t h e  a g e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  p a n d e m i c s .  I

l o v e  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  S h e  i s  p a r t  o f  m y  a w a k e n i n g ,  a s  m u c h  a s  m e d i t a t i o n .  T h i s

i s  s p i r i t u a l i t y  i n  t h e  A g e  o f  W o m e n ,  i n  t h e  A g e  o f  W o m e n  o f  C o l o r .  A

s p i r i t u a l i t y  t h a t  i s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p l a n e t  m i n d e d ;  n o  m o r e  r u n n i n g  o f f  t o  a

c a v e  s e e k i n g  e n l i g h t e n m e n t ,  t h e  p l a n e t  n e e d s  a l l  h a n d s  o n  d e c k .  M y

s p i r i t u a l i t y  i s  N a t u r e ,  s e r v i c e  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t r u s t i n g  G u i d a n c e  i n  t h e

l o g i s t i c s .

I  e n t e r e d  i n t o  m y  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  j o u r n e y  w h e n  I  w a s  5 5 .  T h e

n e a r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  m e d i t a t i o n  p r i o r  w a s  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  b e i n g  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n

t h e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w o r l d  t h a t  s a i d  m y  b l a c k n e s s ,  m y  f e m a l e n e s s ,  a n d  m y  s e x u a l

t r a u m a  m a d e  m e  o f  l e s s  v a l u e .  M e d i t a t i o n  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  m a k e  a l l  t h a t

b e a r a b l e ,  a n d  i t  a l m o s t  d i d . . . U n t i l  m y  s e c o n d  S a t u r n  r e t u r n .

I n  m y  f i r s t  r e t u r n ,  I  j o i n e d  A A ,  f o u n d  a  m e d i t a t i o n  s a n g h a ,  c o m p l e t e d  c o l l e g e ,

a n d  h a d  a  s o n .  I  w o u l d  l a t e r  b e  d i r e c t e d  i n t o  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  w e l l n e s s

i n d u s t r y .   I n  m y  s e c o n d  r e t u r n  I  l e a r n e d  o f  m y  g o d d e s s  s e l f  a n d  I  l e a r n e d  h o w

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e a r l y  t r a u m a  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a n d

i s  m u c h  o f  w h a t  n e e d s  u n r a v e l i n g  i n  a  k u n d a l i n i  a w a k e n i n g  w h e n  o n e  h a s

e x p e r i e n c e d  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  t r a u m a .  A s  p a r t  o f  m y  s p i r i t u a l  j o u r n e y  I  h a v e

d e d i c a t e d  m y  r e m a i n i n g  y e a r s  a s  a n  e a r t h  b e i n g  t o  s e r v e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n

i n t e r r u p t i n g  t h e  c y c l e  o f  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  t r a u m a .   I  a m  t h e  c r e a t o r  o f  T h e

M y s t i c  D a n c e  a n  e c s t a t i c  d a n c e  w i t h  s o u n d  f o r  w o m e n . I  a m  a  s o u n d  h e a l i n g

f a c i l i t a t o r  a n d  d a n c e  w e a v e r  f o r  D r u m ,  D a n c e ,  H e a l  f o r  B I P O C  w o m e n .  

M y  l i f e  j o u r n e y  h a s  b e e n  a n d  i s  t o  b e  o f  s e r v i c e .  I  s h a r e  m y  j o u r n e y  i n

s e r v i c e  t h a t  i f  n o t  t o d a y ,  o n e  d a y  y o u  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  f e e l  a

s e n s e  o f  t r u s t  i n  y o u r  o w n  j o u r n e y .  O n l y  y o u  c a n  d o  y o u r s .  I  s h a r e  b e c a u s e

m a y b e  o n e  d a y  i t  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  t o  l e t  g o  i n  f a i t h  t h a t  y o u  a r e  s u p p o r t e d .

#blackstarseed

contact info!

://: EMAIL : 

annleewaite@gmail.com



S a s h a  M i t c h e l l  i s  a  p u r v e y o r  o f  h i s t o r y ,  c o m m u n i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  s t o r y t e l l i n g

a n d  o r g a n i z i n g .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  2 0  y e a r s ,  S a s h a  h a s  d e d i c a t e d  h e r  l i f e  t o

m e m o r y  a r t ,  s c r a p b o o k i n g ,  g e n e a l o g y  r e s e a r c h  a n d  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  -  t r u l y  i n

t h e  t h r o e s  o f  c r a f t i n g  a n d  w e a v i n g  b r o k e n  s t o r i e s  a n d  m e m o r i e s  t o g e t h e r .

S a s h a  i s  a  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h e  n o w ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t

w h a t  w e  d e e m  a s  h i s t o r y  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p l a y  o u t  t o d a y  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  i n

k n o w i n g  o u r  r o o t s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  S a s h a  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r

D o g w o o d  A l l i a n c e ,  w h e r e  h e r  g i f t e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  i s  f u e l i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f

f o r e s t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  c o m m u n i t i e s

o f  c o l o r .  T h e r e  i s  n o t  o n e  s e c t o r  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  S a s h a  h a s  n o t

t o u c h e d ,  r e s e a r c h e d  o r  i n f l u e n c e d  w i t h  t h e  d e l i c a t e  a n d  d a r i n g  t r u t h  o f  t h e

p a s t .  S a s h a  f o u n d e d  C o l o r  o f  A s h e v i l l e ,  t h e  f i r s t  B l a c k  b u s i n e s s  d i r e c t o r y

w h e r e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  c o u l d  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  h i d d e n  g e m s  i n

A s h e v i l l e - B u n c o m b e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  p r e s e n t l y  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y .  D u r i n g  t h a t

i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  o f  w o r k  w i t h  C o l o r  o f  A s h e v i l l e ,  S a s h a  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  Y M I

C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  ( o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e

c o u n t r y )  a n d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  i n  T H E  B L O C K ,  s p r e a d i n g  h e r  f i n d i n g s  i n

c o m m u n i t y  s p a c e s  a n d  g r o u p s  s e e k i n g  t o  d o  c u l t u r a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  w o r k .

S a s h a  h a s  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  H e r i t a g e

C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  a  t r u e ,  l i f e  l o n g  i n n o v a t o r  i n  t h e  w a y s  o f  c r e a t i n g  o r d e r  a n d

p e a c e  f r o m  c h a o s  a n d  p i e c e s .

#blackstarseed

contact info!

://: EMAIL : 

sasha.mitchell@gmail.com

://: SOCIAL MEDIA : 

IG: @sashafaith

LI: linkedin.com/in/

sashamitchell

://: LINKS : 

Website:

memorycottage.org

Website:

sasharoots.com/memorylane

Website:

colorofasheville.net

http://www.memorycottage.org/
http://www.sasharoots.com/memorylane
http://www.colorofasheville.net/


L u c i a  D a u g h e r t y  i s  a  2 2 - y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  A s h e v i l l e ,  N C ,  w h e r e  s h e  h a s

s u s t a i n e d  a  l o n g - t i m e  c a r e e r  a s  a n  e q u i t y  e d u c a t o r  a n d  c o n s u l t a n t ,  a w a r d

w i n n i n g  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o r g a n i z e r ,  f r e e l a n c e  f a c i l i t a t o r ,  r e s i l i e n c y  t r a i n e r ,

a n d  l i f e  c o a c h .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e ,  L u c i a  h a s

a  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s ,  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  r a d i o .

S h e  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  f o r  C r e a t i v e  a n d  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s ,  b a s e d  i n

C i n c i n n a t i  O h i o .  H e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  s i n g e r ,  m u s i c i a n ,  a n d  s t a g e  a c t o r  h a s

t a u g h t  h e r  t h a t  c r e a t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e n s u r i n g  g r o w t h ,

h e a l i n g ,  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h i n  s e l f  a n d  w i t h i n  c o m m u n i t y .

#blackstarseed

contact info!

://: EMAIL : 

ldaugherty.consult@

gmail.com

://: ON THE HORIZON : 

Lucia’s debut album “Above

Water” will be released on

11-11-2020, and will be

available on most major

streaming platforms

(Spotify, Apple Music,

iTunes, etc.). A portion of

every album sale will go to

grassroots organizing

efforts in her area.



O l u f e m i  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  C h a r l o t t e ,  N C  b u t  c a l l e d  A s h e v i l l e ,  N C  h e r  h o m e

f o r  a l m o s t  2 0  y e a r s .  S h e ’ s  a  m o t h e r ,  d a u g h t e r ,  a n d  a v i d  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z e r ,

c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  a s  a  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  D i s t r i b u t e d

O r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  R e a d y  f o r  1 0 0  C a m p a i g n .  S h e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r

o f  D o g w o o d  A l l i a n c e .  O l u f e m i  i s  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  A s h e v i l l e

B u n c o m b e  F o o d  P o l i c y  C o u n c i l ,  B u n c o m b e  C o u n t y  C o o k i n g  O i l  R e c y c l i n g

P r o g r a m ,  U j a m a a  F r e e d o m  M a r k e t , H i l l c r e s t  U n i t y  G a r d e n ,  a n d  G a r d e n s  U n i t e d .

S h e  i s  a  F e l l o w  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  F o o d  J u s t i c e  F e l l o w s h i p  ( f o r

P e o p l e  o f  C o l o r ) .  H e r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l

r a c i s m  h a v e  c a l l e d  h e r  t o  u s e  h e r  v o i c e  i n  m o v e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o

d i s m a n t l e  s y s t e m s  o f  r a c i a l  i n e q u i t i e s  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n .

#blackstarseed

contact info!

://: EMAIL : 

azell2001@gmail.com

://: SOCIAL MEDIA : 

IG: @olu_rising



A s  a  s p i r i t u a l  g u i d e ,  y o g a  t e a c h e r ,  l i f e  m a s t e r y  c o a c h  a n d  i n t u i t i v e  b u s i n e s s

c o n s u l t a n t ,  M i c h e l e  s e r v e s  i n  m a n y  c a p a c i t i e s .  H e r  h e a r t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n

d e v o t e d  t o  c r e a t i n g  s a c r e d  s p a c e  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  e x p a n d ,  e x p l o r e  a n d  e n g a g e

w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  i n n e r  w i s d o m  a s  a  p a t h  t o w a r d s  t o  d i s m a n t l i n g  r a c i a l

i n e q u i t i e s  a n d  l i b e r a t i o n  f o r  a l l .  H e r  a b i l i t y  t o  " h o l d  s p a c e  a n d  a n c h o r

h i g h e r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  a l l o w s  f o r  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y ,  d e e p e r  i n s i g h t ,  a n d  h i g h e r

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  t o  l i v e  l i f e  m i n d f u l l y  h a r m i n g  n o n e .

S h e  i s  t h e  O w n e r  o f  C o e u r  C o n s u l t i n g ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 9  i n  N Y C ,  a n d

F o u n d e r  o f  H e a r t ,  H u s t l e  &  F l o w ,  a  w e l l n e s s  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  h e a l i n g  o f  m i n d ,

b o d y  &  s o u l .  A  s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r  t h a t  e v e r y  l i f e  s e r v e s  a  p u r p o s e  i s  t h e

d r i v i n g  f o r c e  f o r  h e r  p a s s i o n  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  i n  g u i d i n g  o t h e r s  t o  l i v e  a n

p o w e r f u l ,  a u t h e n t i c ,  a n d  s o u l  a l i g n e d  l i f e .

A s  t h e  f o r m e r ,  V i c e - C h a i r  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  D i v e r s i t y  E n g a g e m e n t

C o a l i t i o n  i n  A s h e v i l l e  N C ,  M i c h e l e  i s  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d

r e m a i n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g  b r i d g e s  f o r  r e a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  a u t h e n t i c

c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s  g r e a t  a n d  s m a l l .

W h e t h e r  i t s  a  o n e - o n - o n e  s e s s i o n ,  y o g a  c l a s s  o r  b u s i n e s s  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,

w o r k i n g  w i t h  M i c h e l e  i s  a b o u t  r e a l  t a l k ,  r e a l  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  r e a l  c h a n g e .  H e r

a b i l i t y  t o  w o r k  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a l l o w s  h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d e

o t h e r s  i n  d i s c o v e r i n g  p e r s o n a l  t r u t h s ,  l i f e  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  n e x t  s t e p  f o r

g r e a t e r  i m p a c t  w h e t h e r  f o r  p e r s o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e a s o n s .

A s  a n  I n t u i t i v e  L i f e  M a s t e r y  C o a c h ,  s h e  h e l p s  y o u  l e a r n  h o w  t o  l i v e  l i f e  o n

y o u r  t e r m s ,  s t a n d i n g  i n  y o u r  p o w e r ,  w i t h  e a s e  a n d  g r a c e .   A s  a  C o n s c i o u s

B u s i n e s s  C o n s u l t a n t ,  s h e  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  a l i g n  w i t h  t h e  " h e a r t  &  s o u l "  o f  y o u r

b u s i n e s s  i n i t i a t i v e / c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  s o u l / s o l e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r e a t i n g

e q u i t y ,  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  a c h i e v i n g  g r e a t e r  c o m m u n i t y  i m p a c t  a l l o w i n g  a l l

t o  t h r i v e .

A  N a t i v e  N e w  Y o r k e r ,  B l a c k  L a t i n a ,  M i c h e l e  l o v e s  y o g a ,  m e d i t a t i o n ,  h i k e s

t h r o u g h  t h e  B l u e  R i d g e  M o u n t a i n s ,  m o v i e s  [ m o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  D i s n e y  &  M a r v e l ] ,

a  g o o d  g l a s s  o f  w i n e  a n d  t h e  j o y  o f  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  c o m m u n i t y .

#blackstarseed

contact info!

://: EMAIL : 

YogaInaction828@gmail.com

://: SOCIAL MEDIA : 

IG: @the_guardian_michele

://: LINKS : 

Website:

MichagniKripa.com

http://www.michagnikripa.com/


M i r a n d a  W i l l i a m s  i s  A s h e v i l l e ’ s  y o u n g e s t  c e r t i f i e d  d o u l a  –  b y  i n t e n t i o n .  A s

a  t e e n ,  M i r a n d a  s t a r t e d  d e s i g n i n g  h e r  l i f e  e a r l y  a n d  s e t  o u t  w i t h  a  m i s s i o n

t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  t h e  a c c e s s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  t o o l s  t h e y  n e e d  i n

o r d e r  t o  T H R I V E  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  I n  h e r  e a r l y  y e a r s ,

M i r a n d a  s e t  o u t  t o  b e  a  c r i m i n a l  &  j u s t i c e  l a w y e r  a n d  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h a t

g o a l ,  s e t  o u t  t o  l e a r n  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e  a b o u t  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  c r i m i n a l

j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  s o  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  s h a r e d  a n d  p a s s e d  a l o n g  t o

o t h e r s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  M i r a n d a  s e r v e s  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t a t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  a

s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  o f  B l a c k  b a b i e s ,  B l a c k  t e e n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f

c o l o r  i n  s p a c e s  s u c h  a s  M o t h e r  L o v e ,  M o t h e r R e e d ,  a n d  a  g i r l ’ s  e m p o w e r m e n t

g r o u p  b a s e d  a t  A s h e v i l l e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  M i r a n d a  h a s  s p o k e n  t o  m a n y  l o c a l

g r o u p s ,  a n d  s p a c e s  w h e r e  r a c i a l  e q u i t y  a n d  t e e n s  w e r e  t h e  f o c u s .  M i r a n d a  h a s

b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  a d é  P R O J E C T  Y o u t h  L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m  s i n c e  2 0 1 9 .  

#blackstarseed

contact info!

://: EMAIL : 

randaw06@gmail.com

://: LINKS : 

Website:

theadeproject.org

http://www.theadeproject.org/


C o r t i n a  J e n e l l e  C a l d w e l l  i s  a  p r o u d  m i l l e n n i a l ,  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  i n

M o r g a n t o n ,  N C  a n d  d e s c e n d i n g  f r o m  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  B l a c k  A p p a l a c h i a n ,  W e s t

A f r i c a n  &  i n d i g e n o u s  f a r m e r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a n d

c r e a t i v e s .  C o r t i n a  i s  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r  t h a t  l e a r n e d  a t  h e r  g r a n d m o t h e r ’ s

h a n d s  t h a t  s e r v e s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h e r  m i s s i o n  o f t e n  i n  r o l e s  a s  a  c r e a t i v e

f a c i l i t a t o r ,  c r e a t i v e  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z e r ,  e v e n t  +  e x p e r i e n c e

c u r a t o r ,  e d u c a t o r ,  y o u t h  m e n t o r ,  l i f e  c o a c h ,  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n e r ,  a n d  c o a l i t i o n

b u i l d e r .  C o r t i n a  i s  F o u n d e r  &  C r e a t i v e  C o m m u n i t y  O r g a n i z e r  o f  A r t i s t s

D e s i g n i n g  E v o l u t i o n  ( a d é  P R O J E C T ) ,  a  d e c o l o n i z a t i o n - f o c u s e d  l e a r n i n g

o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e e k i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a  w o r l d  b e y o n d  o p p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  i n e q u i t y  b y

b u i l d i n g  c a p a c i t y ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  +  c o m m u n i t y  a r o u n d  l i v e s  +  n e e d s  o f  B l a c k ,

i n d i g e n o u s ,  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  ( B i P O C )  .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  C o r t i n a  i s  C o - F o u n d e r  o f

M o u n t a i n  B u s i n e s s  E q u i t y  I n i t i a t i v e  ( M B E I )  w h i c h  i s  c h a m p i o n i n g  d i s p a r i t y

w i t h  t h e  B i P O C  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  s t r i v e s  t o w a r d  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  e q u i t y  t h r o u g h

e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p o w e r m e n t  &  e c o n o m i c  m o b i l i t y ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  C o r t i n a  J e n e l l e

C h a n g e  A g e n c y  o f f e r s  c r e a t i v e  c o a c h i n g ,  s t r a t e g i c  c o n s u l t i n g  +  e q u i t y - r o o t e d

f a c i l i t a t i o n .

C o r t i n a ‘ s  w o r k  h a s  t o u c h e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  t e a m s  a n d

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C a m p  G i r l  B o s s ,  U N C  A s h e v i l l e  O f f i c e  o f

M u l t i c u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s ,  A l t e r n a t e  R O O T S ,  A s h e v i l l e  C i t y  S c h o o l s ,  B u n c o m b e

C o u n t y  S c h o o l s ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  A s h e v i l l e ,  B u n c o m b e  C o u n t y ,  C o T h i n k k ,  L e n o i r -

R h y n e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  W N C  N o n p r o f i t  P a t h w a y s ,  B l a c k  L i v e s  o f  U U ,  Y o u t h  O u t R i g h t ,

N a t i o n a l  G u i l d  f o r  C o m m u n i t y  A r t s  E d u c a t i o n ,  C o o p e r a t i o n  J a c k s o n ,  S I  I m p a c t

3 6 0 ,  B  C o r p ,  S o u t h e r n  E q u a l i t y  S t u d i o ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s .  C o r t i n a  i s  g u i d e d  b y

a n c e s t r a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  c o l l e c t i v e  w i s d o m ,  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  C o r t i n a ’ s  w o r k  i s  f u e l e d  b y  h e r  p e r s o n a l  m i s s i o n  –

t o  s h i f t  c o m m u n i t y ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h

a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  c r e a t i v i t y ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  e q u i t y ,  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e

l e a d e r s h i p .  O f t e n  n a m e d  a  t h o u g h t - l e a d e r  i n  h e r  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  b e y o n d  f o r

i n n o v a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p r a c t i c e s ,  C o r t i n a  a n d  h e r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f

w o r k  h a s  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P u b l i c  R a d i o  ( N P R )  “ T h e  S t a t e  o f

T h i n g s ”  w i t h  F r a n k  S t a s i o ,  A s h e v i l l e  F r e e  M e d i a  –  1 0 3 . 3  F M ,  Y o k e  &  A b u n d a n c e

P o d c a s t ,  T h e  U r b a n  N e w s ,  A s h e v i l l e  C i t i z e n  T i m e s ,  W N C  W o m a n  M a g a z i n e ,  V e r v e

M a g a z i n e ,  W L O S  N e w s  1 3 ,  S e e d s  o f  T a o  P o d c a s t ,  B l u e  R i d g e  P u b l i c  R a d i o ,  T h e

U r b a n  S o u n d s  o f  A s h e v i l l e  –  W R E S  1 0 0 . 7  F M ,  T h e  V o i c e  o f  A s h e v i l l e  –  W P V M

1 0 3 . 7  F M ,  M o u n t a i n  X p r e s s ,  a n d  S l a y  t h e  M i c  t o  n a m e  a  f e w .

#blackstarseed

contact info!

://: EMAIL : 

create@theadeproject.org

connect@cortinajenelle.com

info@mountainbizequity.com

://: SOCIAL MEDIA : 

IG: @iamcortinajenelle

IG: @theadeproject

LI: linkedin.com/in/

cortinajcaldwell

://: LINKS : 

Website:

theadeproject.org

Website:

cortinajenelle.com

Website:

mountainbizequity.com

https://www.theadeproject.org/
http://www.mountainbizequity.com/
http://www.cortinajenelle.com/
http://www.theadeproject.org/
http://www.cortinajenelle.com/
http://www.mountainbizequity.com/


M a n i f e s t o

#blackstarseed

adé PROJECT

Toward inequity, art is our response.

We look at the world around us with hopeful eyes, seeking to leave it better than

we found it. We prefer collaboration over competition and spaces that welcome our

voice. We confront unethical and outdated systems that oppress on the basis of

race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, zip code, or age.

Toward history, art is our response.

We acknowledge and honor the innovators, educators, leaders, artists, musicians,

engineers, teachers, preachers, mothers, fathers, daughters and sons that came

before us. We seek to be the living manifestation of our ancestors dreams by

liberating ourselves from anger, and centering our own happiness and joy. We take

responsibility for knowing our own history, and learn from lessons of the past.

Toward community and capacity building, art is our response.

We serve as role models for the next generation. We give the mic to youth and serve

as allies for their visions, hopes, dreams and inventions. We share our expertise

with one another, creating a culture of knowledge and opportunity. We create

enterprise and business that provide creative solutions to our community’s

greatest needs.

Toward invisibility, art is our response.

We resist by choosing to exist. We stand for what we believe in, and advocate for

our inclusion in the narrative of communities, and culture our people helped to

build. We model the capacity to use art as a response – an organizing tool, the

foundation of facilitation, a method of education reclamation, economic mobility

and the preservation of culture + heritage. We create transformational

experiences with intention, purpose and clarity.

ART IS OUR RESPONSE.



M I S S I O N

actualize equity, spark creative inquiry + reclaim the narrative

#blackstarseed

Artists Designing Evolution (adé PROJECT) is a 

community-based, learning organization comprised of artists,

organizers, students, educators, entrepreneurs, and community

leaders that cooperate to create a world beyond oppression, and

inequity by building capacity, opportunity, and community

with Black, indigenous, people of color (BiPOC) while

preserving culture with creative, sustainable solutions – one

project at a time. adé PROJECT organizers, members, and

supporters are intergenerational, intersectional, integrated

beings that lead the work from lived experience, an embodied

Manifesto, along with creative facilitation, entrepreneurship,

service, storytelling, and training + education as a strategic

response in the face of inequitable power and cultural erasure

in communities around the Southeast + Global South. 

adé PROJECT is legacy work in the name of justice.

V I S I O N

adé PROJECT is home for imagination, and cultural

liberation in order to create spaces of belonging, and a

solidarity economy that works for ALL. Art is our RESPONSE.

G O A L S

To actualize equity, adé PROJECT examines the power analysis, organizes

collective action and centers leadership by people of color.

To spark creative inquiry, adé PROJECT creates transformational

experiences with the imaginative combination of participatory learning

through the arts, culture, history, justice, education + organizing.

To reclaim the narrative, adé PROJECT centers the voice and stories about

Black, indigenous, People of Color (BiPOC) shared by other BiPOC.

Rooted in Asheville, NC. Reaching for the Southeast & Global South.

  WHERE WE'RE WEAVING

https://www.theadeproject.org/manifesto


cities countries

events emerged in 

Asheville

presenters

I t  A l l  S t a r t e d  W h e n . . .

THANK YOU FOR HOSTING US, PECHAKUCHA NIGHT ASHEVILLE!

#blackstarseed

PechaKucha Night Asheville returns in an online, livestream format for an

evening of fascinating presentations from the most creative and

interesting people in and beyond Asheville, all following the beautifully

simple PechaKucha 20x20 format: 20 images, shown for 20 seconds each.

      2 0  s l i d e s   x   2 0  s e c o n d s

founded

2003

Tokyo, Japan

1200+

Jay  Hill  -  PechaKucha  Night  Asheville  Liaison  &  Producer

Jay  is  a  software  developer  working  on  natural  language

processing  and  serves  as  Chief  Technology  Officer  of

StatMuse .  He  is  an  organizer  for  PechaKucha  Night

Asheville  and  the  Asheville  Coders  League ,  and  curates  a

monthly  Asheville  Tech  Events  newsletter.  He  enjoys  dry

humor  and  the  awkward  perfection  of  introversion .

###

As  with  all  PechaKucha  Nights ,  Jay  Hill  is  a  volunteer

organizer,  and  is  accompanied  by  Megan  Martell ,  Ben

Zonnevylle   +  Ninebar  Creative  team :   Alex  Hill ,  

Nic  Goodman ,  and  Jasper  Adams .  

PechaKucha Night

140+

Jan 29, 2016

10,000+ 130,000+

https://statmuse.com/
https://www.meetup.com/Asheville-Coders-League
https://ashevilletechevents.com/


T H A N K  Y O U !

W E B   : // :   t h e a d e p r o j e c t . o r g   : // :   I G   @ t h e a d e p r o j e c t

A l l  o f  Y O U !


